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Customer Reviews

This is not your typical history of organic evolution. Eiseley ruminates on the philosophical character
and consequences of the various theories that lead to and culminated in evolution. Moreover he
does not take an academic, historical approach; rather he uses a poetic one: he employs
metaphors, imagery, allusions, and other tools more typical of a poem.The first four chapters detail
how each of the world, death, life, and man became natural. In other words, how each became
governed according to universal laws, gleaned by reason, without the intervention of a Divine Maker
in earthly matters. "God, who had set the clocks ticking, was now an anomaly in his own universe."
(p- 15). James Hutton’s historical geology, Charles Lyell’'s mass historical extinctions, Darwin’s
evolutionism as applied to non-human species, and finally evolution as applied to humans - each
find their poetic explication in these first four chapters.In Chapter Five, he discusses the
consequences of making man natural on his psyche: "How Human is Man". "Man did something
which at the same time revealed his continued need of the stability which had preserved his
ancestors. Scarcely had he stepped across the border of the old instinctive world when he began to
create the world of custom” (p. 124). Man, by using his newfound capacity of reason, created a new
unnatural world, one outside his old instinctive nature. But reason created a short-lived security as it
developed and is always developing new tools, for either beneficence or destruction, which threaten
man'’s future. These tools do not have an end; they are means which presume a worthwhile purpose

will be found.
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